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June 21, 1977

TO: Wayne Denniston
FROM: Karl Zollner, Jr.

SUBJECT: Union Steel Products Company, Division of Eagle Pitcher Industries

The Point Source Studies Unit during a recent industrial wastewater
survey discovered that cyanide and chromium sludges from this company
have been used to plug dry oil or gas wells in the Albion area. Sam
Alquire of Geology Division in a May 19, 1977 response to questions
raised by our Division states that this practice has gone on for a
number of years and many wells have been filled in this manner. He
also indicates that it is possible that these materials may have been
used to £fill to the surface.

Our District staff feels, and we strongly agree, that this practice
must be immediately stopped to protect against possible groundwater
contamination.

We would ask you to communicate this matter to Mr. Courchaine and have
him write to Mr. Slaughter, Chief of the Geology Division. We feel

a memorandum from Mr. Courchaine to Mr. Slaughter would have more chance
of getting this unsatisfactory practice stopped and my writing to Mr.
Alquire.

lah
cc: Chester Harvey"’//
Rich Christensen
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